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61.000 ABORIGINES LEFT.
A g
FORMYRLY QUARTER MILLION.

Tribe System and Languages.

Striking evidence of the decline in the
aboriginal population of Australia is to be
found in the “Commonwealth Year Book™
for 1930. Comparisons may be made be-
tween the figures of the census of
aborigines taken on June 30, 1329, and the
figures suggested in an agick 4N the ycar-
book by Professor Radgl##€ Brown, of the
Univergicy of SydpeyXpn the estimated
number and distfu
population at the ¥
ment of the itg

e of the first settle
-e in Australia. On

June 3Q B i-blooded. aborigines
were efifney 2 om 3 were de-
scribed apwbmadic, 11,208 n regular
emplogngent, and 9,561 welgyJi¥Ing in super-

16,629 halt-castes i tralia. The abori-
gines were scat wer the whole of
the mainland, but«the majority were con-
centrated chiefly in Western Australia,
Queensland, and North Australia. The
native population at the time of the first
settlement of the white race in Australia is
estimated by Professor Radecliffe Brown
to have been, at a minimum, as follows:—
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Western Australia .. .. 52,000 18.8
South Austrzlia .. .. .. 10,000 38.0
Vietoria . .. .. .. .. 11500 1.6
Queensland .. . ., .. 100,000 6.7
New South Wales .. .. 40000 7.8
Northern Territory .. .. 35,000 15.0
Tasmania .. .. i 2,500 10.5
Total .. .. .. .. .. 251,000 11.9

Professor Radcliffe Brown is careful to
add that there is evidence that in some
parts of Australia the density of the
population was greater, and that in some
areas it was at least as high as three per-
sons to 10 square miles. ‘“‘Omitting,” he
gays, “‘about one-third of the continent as
being desert and having u very sparse popu-
lation, we ought to be able to reckon that
the remaining 2,000,000 square miles would
have had a lflermlty of population of one
person to every 6.5 or 7.5 square miles. At
the former figure we should have a popula-
tion of a little more than 300,000, and with
the latter more than 260.000.” His con-
clusion_ is that the original population of
Australia was probably more than 300,000.

Professor Radcliffe Brown observes thav
anly systematic attempt to estimate the
native popnlation of Australia must pro-.
ceed by dividing the continent into districts
and considering each district separately,
and by considering the territorial areas re-
cognised by the natives themselves.




