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Aborigines Ask
For Full; nov 1937
Citizen Rights

To obtain support for aborigines in
Yictoria for an attempt to obtain full
citizens' rights, the organising secretary
of the Aborijines’ Progressive Associa-
cion of New South Wales (Mr W. Fer-

guson) is in Melburne.

Mr Ferguson's assuciation believes the
Abourigines’ Prutection Board oppresses

rather than protects, and it seeks the
abolition of the Board and of all exist-
ing legislation concerning ahorigines,
There were 80.000 aborigines in Austra-
lia and 10,000 in New South Wales, Mr
Ferguson said. A higher standard of
education for them was sought., Aborig-
ines were provided by the Board with
education only to the 3rd class. Abor-
igines were forced 1o exist on rations
for 2/) a week for adults in La Pe-
rouse, 2,10 at Wellington, and from 3 2
1o 3-4 st other places. Twenty-five years
ago, when food was cheaper. the allow-
ance was 4'6 on most of the reserves,
The Board had reduced it to the 32
average today.

WAITED 150 YEARS

The 26 food allowance a week for
the child came from the Child Endow-
ment money. Aborigines must pay 8
for blankets that should be issued free.
and men must do 11 hours work a week,
mostly digging and improving home-
steads, for their rations.

“We have waited 150 years for the
white people to <o something for the
colored people. and now we are taking
action ourselves.,” said Mr Ferguson.
"We have been left behind in the
march of progress. We have the right
to full education, and we demand it.”

Public opinion in New South Wales
had been stirred by the appeal of his
assoclation.



