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“Aboriginal

“squatters™

in Sherbrooke

.Forest have agreed to a compromise set-
tlement of their land rights claim.

The Minister for Aboriginal Affairs
(Mr. Meagher) vesterday agreed to as-
sist the leader of the group, Mr. Lin Onus,
22, to buy a house or to provide him with
low rental accommodation in any area he

may choose.

In return, the Aborigi-
nes, who have been living
gince February 8 in a
timber round-house built
hy Mr. Onus have decid-
ed to leave Sherbrooke
Forest at the weekend.

The Government assisf-
ance for Mr, Onus consisis
of & grant of $1500 towards
the purchass of & houso or
{he prowision of =" house
for & reninl ms low as 32
a wosk

In a statement endorsed
by Mr. Onus, Mr. Meagher
said that the' Sherorooke
Foresty sit=in had Succeeded
in drawing the altént:on of
the public and the Gowvern-
ment 10 the issue of land
'|H_||: ..

The Government  had
taken the stopoim Jine with
thie Aboriginal Lands Act
1870, in recognition’ of -Mr,

e 1T SEmCETILY, Mr
Moeagher said,

“Tha profesiers have
scied  In#  munner sehich
leady indieates thede Jin-
fegrity and “sense of re

iponsibility,” "he added
Mr. Onus and hls band
{ squatters were elited
a5t night. They said the
sovernment’s declgion wos
i-step im the right direction
ind, paved the way for
more, peouine and meah-
ngful™  discusslons,
Speaking  aEhis timber
wund-housa in Sherbrooke
forest in the dim lght of
lurricarie lamps, ‘Mr, Onis
iid: “This i=a major break-
h'rlﬁ:gh for l|'.|',|-t:||."|',\!:|;|1|;':-,,
“It certninly seis & pre-

cedent in the way we have [:-I

achieved land rights. We in-
tend to do more along these
lines ‘slsswhers and on a
Lommonwealth hasis,"” he
mdded,

Mr. Meagher said the
round-house built at Sher-
brooke Forest by the Abori-
Bines wald be preserved
for public use and 2 plague
would be placed there w
il lustrate the objectives of
the sit-in,

The 1%11'":1!.“: will, In part,
resd; *This round-house wWas
bullt by &8 small group of
Viciorian Aborigines gz a
gesture ol profest

“lis message o all Aus-
traliung is simple — Aberi-
gines as cltizens of this
country are epfitled w0 the
apportunity. to own the land
oft which they reside, thus
enfoying the digoity of
eipuality under the law,”

Mr. Meagher painted out
that - the prolesiers had
acted peacefully at  all
times, had protected the
forest ared end hid en-
cournged visitors to do the
Eamta,

Last week, two maonths
ifter the Sherbrooke Forest
gocupalion: for the Bunnar-
romg land rights claim, Mr,
O and his followears had
been told o get out by the
Fores: Commission,  but
they defied the order.

"1 am happy more Lhan
anything for the liaison we
have heen Able o estnblish
with Mr, Meagher and the
understanding reached re-
garding other claims we
infend {0 pursus legally,”
Mr, Unuis sajd,
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-."I.HUVJ-'.: Mr. RBill Briggs and Mr. Lin Onus study Mr. Meagher's

statement in the Sherbrooke jorest hut. BELOW: The round-house,




