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EVDNHE GOOLAGONG
and Lionel Rose must
have smarted at the stinging
attack—‘“exhibition niggers”
he called them — by the
columnist and novelist David
Martin _ in  the
Observer.

Without or defending
his right to say it, one feels it's
probably about time somebody
cleared the air anyway.

No 18-year-old girl who only

ever wanted fo play tennis welcom-
€s 4 confrontation with a political
dilemma that isn't of her making,
But, unfortunately, lfe's not as
simple as playing tennis or taking
tea, :
There are other oblipations: re-
sponsibilities to ourselvezy as indi-
viduals and {o others as- members
of & group. If we are not too
frightened to look closely at these
responsibilities we will see that
they are not so much conflicting as
complementary.

If our group is large, powerful,
and dominant then respunslhllur
for it is naturally shared among a
greater number of people, thereby
giving the individual more freedom
with which to do "his own thing”;
if, on the other hand, it is small,
ihreatened, and raiding trash cans,
selling badges, and Jobbylng an in-
different parliament for the right
fo survive, then we can't afford the
luxury of such self-indulgence.

Nobody is suggesting for one mo-
ment thai Evonne Goolagong
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should not play dennis, tudn;,r;- jsor, said, “my presence in South
morrow, or forever. Nobody is SRS ameicn, would lend this country a
gesting that she 85 not entitledSRNSET S v it doesn't deserve.” .
the prestige, honor, and the «gliSEie & --4 bluck American, Marlan
that she will mﬂmlhf.ed.lr LCH ' ferson, who fought her way out
late in so doing. ' i Harlem slum to the concert
But what we, as her fellow bl arms of the world, there to be
Australians, are sugpesting i‘s :. jmed as few have ever been,
she has no moral right to i many times to go to South
thiz prestige Lo be used ags ! _ m:ui sing to sepregated au-
interests. R T ey '+huts:l.ﬂ'|gnf.tnsmgn.lal.hﬂ
What Evonne ought to realisiies X _'T fon of the King of Sweden
that she doesn't need South AfFEERIE -y President Kennedy's in-
to become the International tef pration, and to be honored with
star she is obviously going Lo i s doctorates of music as, in the
Certainly, if she feels %he ha : s of Arturo Toscanini,  “the
EO alnng with the Austral ¥Batest contralto in the history of
Government's frantic attemptsi igorded sang,”
mat; ?h;wagrur::;ﬂ I Evonne Goolagong thinks she
one will believe anyhow — {3 fchleve anything either. for
she grossly underestimates her § geelf or for racial equality any-
ability, 1 Here by going o South Africa,
¢ ‘Furthermore, there are NN B couldn't be more wrong. Only
others of all colors and o P vear, a Japanese swimming
L visited there but their pres-

who have refused to Jend |

prestige (0 Bouth Africa’s apar

regime and yet have mAnSEN ®e in the country, once they were

somehow Lo survive, e lN2 eabfnally there, was considered so
JRER: far inskance, Wlnltreti ’M": = jgienic that, after they swam,

well, who has wooed the ﬂi"n o 5
p pool was emptied every time

iy

with her keyboard magic, Deane M
Dixon, the black American con= - and disinfected.

Ay home
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On the home frond, five of the
Australian Wallabies decided that,
although they, themselves weren's
considered quite so untouchable by
while Bouth Africans, having beeq
and seen, they'd never go 2gain.

Certainly these men have found
through personal EXperience
how obnoxlous are Boulh Africa’s
segregalion laws and Evonne
Goolagong will find them even
more degrading.

One has only to read the Cape
Times (April 4, 1970) {0 get some
idea of the real atiitude of the
Vorster Government foward in-
tegration in sport:

Do you want to open your tennis
clubs to people of all colors? Do
you want to put your bowling greens
at the disposal of all colers? Do
you want your ericket clubs
for membership of all colors?”

If the South Afrlcan Government
does, In fact issue Evonne with a
visa, she will be classiflied as “an
honorary while” One shouldnt
have (o elaborate on what an insult
this would be fo her, her people at
hone, and to black smen EVEry-
where.

When one considers that very
recently the black American super-

star of international tennis, Arthur
Ashe, was refused entry to South
Africa for no other reason than
the fact that his skin is the same

eolor az Evonne Goalag OmE
can't help feeling thal s
at least be embarrassed at

invitation.

Indeed, if she does me'ﬂﬂf
ihi=z tmutnt.iﬂn it would
she doesn't have the sort.
ong would have thought
prerequisite to internation:
ing achievement.
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alise t she didn't gei m&

i?l by nmw]é:m on all 6 m
&b she i=n't going to go

else that way. W'
In the late 19850z, when' betog.

black and a tennis playtr at the
same tme  was rather mm
manding than it is now,

Gibson made a stand at .
don, against the same :
p&npl& who felt that she was -

ically appropriate but socially. ésis’
barrassing. Y ;

It's a hard and lonely
be the first in anything
woman set an example thy
Evonne Goolagong would do

follow now, and with 111 m
held just as high.

*Mr Newfong iz on the sia
Aborigines Advancement _

Victoria.
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Laurie Thomas' column u:uII Ee
back next week. g




