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$13m grants
to Aborigines

But will it work?
Dr. Coombs is

non-committal

From MICHELLE GRATTAN .

CANBERRA. — The Federal Gavernment will grant up to $13
mililon over five years 1o buy Aborlginel communities land out-
side reserves.

The Government will also make grants — In addition to
existing loans —— to assist Aboriginal enterprises which have a
reasonable prospect of success, either Inside or outside reser-
YO8,

The Prime Minister (Mr. McMahon) has announced these
Government policies In an Australia Day statement on Aborl-
gines,

Mr MoMahon slee said & new

cpemweral pmrpose lease” would be
erealed wihwh would e availnble
un cerlan cunditions {0 individuals,
gruugs and communities of Abori |
dimes on Northern Territory re.
servea for evunomic and social pur

[Hges, 1
Al present, e are  anly|
gramted [ar ang ific purpase

such as & pa.:tﬁﬂl enterprise, or W
husiness of recrealional area.

Hrwever the Government has re-
fused 1o grant Aborigings land
rightx of regerves based on Cra
dilwmal associalion,

bir. MurMahon said that “to do 34
wonld wirgdduce & pew and prob
ably vonfusing component, the im
plwatwns ol which could no
viearly he furesown and which could
lead 1o uncertainty wnd poasible
vhallenge in relation 1o land title
slsewhere v Australin which &
At present unquestioned  and  se-| |
Ui,

The chairman of the (ommon
werlih Council for Aborigines Af
fairs (Dr. H C. Coombs) said las
might his coungll was disappoint |
at same aspects of Mr. McMahon's |
statament,

‘Premature’

But he sald if would be premas-
ture Lo speculste un how Lhe new
nulicy winuld wark.

He said it would depend on “the
spart in which lhe decisions are
auministered and on  the  wnders|
=tanding and reaction of ABDFIRIALL ‘

o them,"
thr. MeMahon  al=o  announced

al,

® The (iavernment would)!
strenglhen the law (o protect Ahos|:
riginal reserves. |

& A new mining code hxs heen
diawn up for mining exploration
and  develnpmenl on Aborigine
TOSPIVes,

® Ten per cenl. of the myalties
paid hy the Nabalco mining apera] |
trism gt Giove will he minle availabiel
lttun the Aborigingl Benelons Trusl
Fumil ta the Abariginal xummunuﬂ
al Yirrhsla

Mr MoeMubon's salement, sehich|
wiay pssued ax ou Whine Paper, Tl
liws o cuntimsing review of Al
nginal picy By a  Cabinet
rommitiee. It began last May

Il representn @ COMPraIsEse e
bween 1he views ol the Department |-
of the Interiie and the Commng |
wealth — Couneil  for Moriginal
Alfnirs,  whose  chairman  (Ur
Uiomhs) threatened i resign [nte
laxt yemr 1l the Government did not
change ifs policy an Ahorigines.

- ]. Mr, McMuobon gaid e flve

Print “stalemenl of ahjec
lives™ would form & genera!
directive Io thode respana. |
ible fur the formuletion ang |
sdaministration of Cuemman:
waalth  policies affecting
Abarigines.

The Iundamentsl ohjoc
five wps thal Abarigines
“ahould be sasisied aa ind.
vidubls and il they wish ma
mroups. at the lrcal com
munily level, tn bold effec.
tive and n::ptﬂtd plm;ﬁ,'
wilhin ane Ausiraban
soglely with equal access ta |
the righls and npgariunities (|
o provdes and acceprance|
uf the responaliulines )
wards i3, |

At the same time, thev] |
hiuld be encoureged and
aselpted 1o pressrve  amd
develop their own cullure,
languages, traditinns and
afly 00 that ihese cin he
come living elemants in the
divarse culture pf the Aun:
trallan  gociaty,” Mr Me.
Mahan  said.

‘The Government rocng:|)
nlsed the rights of indivi
dusl Aborlg 1] tﬂ'“l'lrél
chaice about the degree io
which, and the pace al
which, they came Lo lden-
tily themaelves with the
Australian socisty.
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