Aboriginals to get
special land fund

Coombs threat to
resign brings
new concessions

By PAUL KELLY

THE Prime Minister, Mr MeMahon, will announce
tomerrow the setling up of an Aborigingl lund lund
and a system of grants for Aboriginal enterprises.
They will provide the basis of the 'rime Minisler's

long-awaited statement on Ahoriginal land rights,

Minister
rejects
Gove

' majority

THE Minister for the In-
terior, Mr Hunt, has re-
jected Aboriginal wmajor-
ity ownership in 1lhe
woodchip industry, pro-
posed by Nabalco Ply
Ltd on the Gove Penin-
sula Aboriginal  re-
serve,

pdr Hunt sald in Canberra last
nlght It wos  unreallstie to
miggest Lhat theére should be a
Bl per cent or AOY oller -
clfie  percentage  Aboriglnel
equity regardiess of Lhe ccon-
omics of o project.

fA substantial  Infrastruclurs
cost would be Involved run-
nilng into many millone of
dodlars,” he suld.

FNo ba expactoed
o ! of the basly of
1 nt equity, particularly

B ANY cOmMpany operating o
woodchip industry would be
requiréd Lo pey a royelty oo
timber taken."”

|'Ihm royalties would be paid to
the Aboriginea Benefits Trusi
Fund to esslst  Abordgitals
throughout the Tertltory.

Mr FHunt sald thers was no
gquesiien of Nabelco belng
glven tenure to any part of
tha Gove Penlosuls Aborlginal
TEseIVe,

“Nabaleo's proposa]l would Involve
only an suthority to take
timbér from the lend with ap-
propriate econditlens concern-
ing reafforestatlon,” he sald.

"Thizs authority would be con-
talned in o foresl producls
Nespiee, If granled ™

- VIABLE INDUSTRY

fThe area involved included land

wilh which bothy the ¥irrksla-

and Eicho islanders had long
gssociatlons and no declsion
would be taken on the propo-
pltion until both groups had
been consulled.

r Hunt sald: “The Oovern-
ment believes £ should be
poseible to establish a viable
woodchlp industry in the In-
terdsts of the Aboriginals and
the country as & whole.

It would be counter-productive
to ley down terms ab the out-
get . which the economice of
the enterprise could not sus-
taln.

“To do a0 could prevent, the es-
tablishment of an dustry
which coyld secure BOD-
nomlé future I'-nr the Aborigi=
nels concerned.”

Er -Huool sald that in 1988 &
number of companiea were in-
vited %0 undertake feasibllity
studits and only Nabaley Pty
Ltd =sobmitied pan outlne
ludimth!mnltﬁ

proceed 4
mm:rm--wmwn

Mr McMahon's slalement, ors
lginally scheduled before the Par-

lamenlary recess lasl yoar hu&
heen delayed In an cifort lo

a lave-saving formula after Foder-
al Cahinet’s decision to reject the
princlple of land rights based on
traditional assoclalion and history.

Thre s Lo be no change ln the Ooy-
ernment’s  long-standing polley  Lthot
Aboriginel scguisition of lnnd should be
limitea o those casos where it ean b
prul Lo viable cconomic Lase.

bul e thramtened realgnalion of the
chmirman of the Councll for Aberlginal
Alfalrs, Dy H. €. Codomba, and Lthe loor

of wdverse publicity hos pushed the |

Chavenunent ot making some  com-
proifiae IRIGLIves,

Dr Coombda threatensd to reslgn on
Lhe eve nf Mr MeMohon's trip to Woah-
Inglan 1f the Covernment refused to
mnke conccsslons on the lond-rights
LR,

Mr MeMahon's stalement oomes In
Ui mbddle of & :un‘:xuﬂr following o
smibmission Lo the ol Government
by the aluminlum group, MNabaleo Piy
Lid, seeking to esiablish & woodchip
chistey [ the Gove Pendnsula Aborig-
inal respeve.

™

ATTITUDE TEST

The new Aborlginal land. fund il be
used for the acquisition of land coming
on to the market in the Northern Ter-
rilory oulside the Aborlglnal resariea

The fund will assist Aboriginal groupe
and companics that lack capltal to get
held of land for commercial enterprises

However the actual operation of the
land fund will provids a significant test
gf Lhe Covernment's atbitudas,

Rather than extend finance to Abor-
iginal companies to purchess land for
themselves, it s expecied that the land
wilt be acquired by the fund angd mede
avallable on approprigte teoure to the
Aboriginals,

This would represént no baslc change
in government philosophy.

::::mn:ra ut.hu-ﬂdml:lm. l:
initlafls & system grants
Aboriginal commercial ventures,
will bo tisd into the capttad fund
that s administared from the
Offlce of Aboriginal Affairs.

Last year, the caplial Tund
made TT lodns for 4 total of
§795.321,

Hawever, tha operaling gulde-
s of the capltal fund mean
that it iz restricled 1w giving
loans (o Aboriginal furss that)
have o falr proapect of COEMUMET -
Clal BUCTCSE, '

For the 22,000 Aboriginals em-|
pluyed on Hnrlhumh Tmﬂm;{
pasioral properties, the
of capital required to Itﬁ thelr
own pastoral ventures is beyond
thelr reach.

GRANTS

A study by the Bursau of
Agriculiursl Ecopomics, releassd
s fortnight -ago, shows that
Aboriginal companies will mesd
lurge-scale government graots If
they are Lo successfully davelop
thelr own pastora]l properties o
the Morthern Territory.

One lkely ppproach would hu
for the ll:‘wmrvlu'umulr.lF to

grant equal to the

between the cost of the. pastoddl
property and the slze of &

that could be serviced over I
35-year period.
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