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Aborlgmal pastor
attacks Govt

The Federal and State Govern-

ments were Lhe
cles directly in
an Abotiginal v
linn Board of Miss

Many Absflipioee miw
officual iflts Ay pof.
porde, e sl

The poliey of madmili.
i and the high Aboni-
sl ifant  morniality
meant the gragual
sippeararce of  the
bprgints and their cul-

Roberis  was

the Central
dission at the
Theatre on
¢ Fufure of Australia
the Aborigines’

Pamlor
king &
Mhethodist

Pastor  Roberis  said
refattonships between
borigings | and  white
siety had, deterioraicd
dpnng the past 10 years
because Egropeans mo-
manopolised  Australia
apct alolwed the Abori-
gines no control over
their own destiny,

- Amhropalogists  had
ciumated the Aboriging
settlement of Australia (o
have hegun sonje 30,040
veurs ago. B

\ost iminoral agen-
uﬂmng Aborigines,

of the Austra-

ipns, Pastor Frank
Roberts, said yesterdagg

Eurcpeany had  beeny

here ondy 200 vears bul

refused the Aborigines'
elaim o théir lands, he
said.

Referring |io the n:-::-:m
statement by the Prime
Minaster, M MceMahon
of Government policy on
Aborniging, [(Paslor Roeb-
erls said Arnhem land
would’ hevome n victim
of 1the materialism  of
Luropedn culture.

The Federal and Stale
Covermments must Teal-

st there were maoral
values  nvolved m the
Aboriginal  land  rights
guestion,

“Mr McMuahon and

hix Government have in-
flicted a grave injusiice
nn the people of Arnhem
Land,” he said.

Atiludes of  racial
superiorily  were proscnt

in all segments of the
white  population,  in-
cleding 1the “so-called

Chnstian Churches.”™
He

said  Aborigines

‘POLICIES SEEN
AS GENOCIDE

Fasior Roberis

hoped  that  Luropeans
embraced their cause be-
fore the writing went on
the wall: “Too little, 100
lute.” .

Afler s speech, Pas-
tor  Roberts  sud  the
Prime  Minister's  slate-
ment lasl week had been
precled  with  hitterncss
and  despondency in
Aboriginal communities.

They feit the condi-
tions  dnvolving the
cconomic  viability  of
projecis and the lerms of
leases were & deliberate
catch of the McMahon
Ciovernment.
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forcefully and truthiully. |

The South Austrabis
Government was  1h
only ont which revogn
sl Abaniginal  lan
nghts  and 1the Teder:
Crovernment could casily
have uwed the sam
syatem, he said.

Pastor  Roherls i
the MN5W  Governmen
would be approached 14
set up an electorate 1o
represent Aborigines in )
Parliament, similar 1o the
Maori electorales in New
Zealand.

Another speaker on
the Program. Mr
Michacl Anderson, who
was invalved ‘in the scl-
ting up of the ""Aborigi-
nal Embassy”™ opposice
Parliament House in
Canberra, said the Abo-
riginal culture regarded
nature as a form ol
religion,

“If | were 1o go oul
and destroy St Mary's
Cathedral T would be put
in prison,” he said. .

“Bul Arnhem Land 15,
being desiroyed.  They!
are destroying the Abori-|
ginal people’s mllgmn{
hecause 1hat religion s
nature,” Mr  Anderson|
sasd. |

Black Power i
Australia was the Abhori-
pinal  people  petting
topether 1o selegl L their
own poople 1o povern
Aboriginal  affairs, he
said, .

“If we faill 10 do this
within the next year we |
face continued subjection
to a while socicly thal
has no miention of giv-
ing up willingly or casily,
its position ol prionty
and autherity,” Mr An-
derson sand.

Black Australians had
nothing to lose by refus-
ing o meel the while
man on the white man's
1Erm.

He said the militants
holiewed 11 was (ar heller
ty slapd up and speak




