Mugabe may alse
plight of Aborigines

By MICHAEL DOYLE

The Australian  Council of
Churches  expects the Prime
Minister of  Zimbabwe, Mr
Mugabe, to raise the plight of
Aborigines when he arrives in
Melbourne next week for the
CCommonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting.,

The council said yesterday that
Ar Mugahe or gudience members
cwere likely 1o raise the Abori-
ginal issue at a public meeting he
L had agreed Lo address at Monash
SUniversity next Tuesday nizht

The topic of the meeling —
jorganised by the churches’ "One
| World Week' caommittee and the
all african Students’ Union —
will be southern Africa and
Zimbabwe.

But the council's education offi-
-cer, Mr Greg Thompson, said yes-
terday: “We made it clear 1o Mr
Mupabe that the theme was not
only confined “to g#lobal issues,
but alse the issues of injustice
and land rights in Australia”™

The Aboriginal issue is poten-
tially embarrassing for the Aust-
ralian  Governmenl, The Prime
Minister of Vanuatu, Mr Lini, ai-
ready has promised 10 discuss it
with his Australian counterpart,
Mr Fraser.

In another development yestar-
day, the. chairman of the council’s
| Aboriginal  advisory  conmities,
| Mr Gary Faoley, criticised -~ the
Council s onlical opportunism™
in organising the meeting with-
joul consuiting Aborigines.

[ wr Muzabe requested and re-
(eeived a copy of the report by
fthe World Council of Churches

fream which toured Australia in |

[ July to inspect the conditions of
Mn:rig,ma] communities., The re-
port found that Aborigines had
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been  denigrated socially and
spiritually =oy  hostile  Govern-
ments, paterhalistic churches, i
different bureaucrats and brutal
law olfloers.

The  council’s _ informatioy
officer, Mr Russell Rollason, sal
Mr Mugabe had met members of
the team in Zimbabwe soon after
their Australian mission, and had
“axpressed | concern” Lo them
about Aborigines’ conditions.

gn he is aware of the prob-
lem. He is a very diplomatlc per-
son so the manner in which he
raises it could be in very diple-
matic terms.”  Mr Rollason said.
“Bul | would expect him to raige
it either in public or privately at
the CHOGM."

ANnouncing alr Muzabe's
agreement to address the meet-
ing, the council’s general secre-
tary, Miss Jean Skuse, said she
hoped it would provide an vppor-
tunity for churches and other aid
amencies to reflect on the *re-
sponsibilities of churches to those
strugeling against poverty and in-
justice both here in Australia am
around the world™. e
- 8 who is also secré-
tary of the National Aboriginal
and Islander Health Organisation
and director | of the VYictorian
Aboriginal Health Service, said
of Mr Mugzabe's planned address:

raise the

“They (the council) are running
ahead and organising  these
things wilhout elling us for their
mwn personal and organisational
promolion, |

“They are virtuflly negating
many of the positive things thal

the WCC team said abuvui Lhe
Australian Council of Churoles
and  abuut  real  Ahuoriginal in- |

volvement in organisation.

“This will be the number one
item on the agenda for the
peouncilsy  Aboriginal _advisory
commiltee on Friday. They will
get a serve on Friday.”

Asked whether  Aborigines §
would attend the public. metting,
he said it would depand’on the
result of the conumittes's meel-
ing on Friday.

Mr Foley said Mr Lini had
agreed to visit the health service's
Fitzroy headquarters whnen he
arrived next week, AL least two
other government leaders were
considering the same invitation.

He' said police had interviewed
him yesterday about évents plan-
ned to draw attention to the plight
of Aborigines during CHOGM. He
had miven them little detail, he
saidl.

pr Foley said no demonstra-
tions  were planned “af  this
stage”. Asked whether Aborizines
would orzanise their own forum
to air grievances, he replied:
“Maybe. Some of the Lhings we
are planning will have to have
very much a surpfise element
about them.”

Mr Rollasou said he was sur
prised by Mr Foley's criticisms.
He said the council was only
ahidine by the World Council
of Churches'  recommendation |
that the Aboripinal issue should

_be “internationalised™ as much asi
1

possible, .



