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Chance of justice for Bowraville murder victims 

The house at No 13 is gutted by fire: its roof lies broken on the ground, the windows 
are shattered and the walls are scorched and black. 

In the front garden, a child's trampoline stands untouched by the flames, with a 
plastic rocking horse on top. 

Next door is the house from which four-year-old Evelyn Greenup was taken. Four 
doors down is the house where 16-year-old Colleen Walker was last seen and Clinton 
Speedy-Duroux, also 16, was staying at the time he disappeared. 

Almost 26 years after these murders happened, and more than 20 years after he was 
found not guilty, the alleged killer of two of these children yesterday was issued with 
a notice to attend court early next year. 

Earlier this month, revisiting the tiny northern NSW town of Bowraville from where 
the children disappeared, I was expecting a good-news story in the wake of the state's 
Attorney-General, Gabrielle Upton, asking the courts to reconsider the case. 

Evelyn's aunt, Michelle Jarrett, laughs at my mistake. "Not in an Aboriginal 
community," she says. Life here is more complicated than that. 

We're sitting in the kitchen of Jarrett's home, a few hundred metres from where the 
three children disappeared across five months in late 1990 and early 1991. 

Jarrett grew up in Bowraville - hers is the first home owned by an Aboriginal person 
outside the strip of brick houses known as the Mission, where most of the town's 
Aboriginal population still lives - and is fiercely proud of the town. But she also 
remembers when Aborigines had to enter the cinema through a separate door and 
could drink only in the stables out the back of the pub. 

This racism also seems to have seeped into the investigation of the children's deaths. 

Each of the three families says police told them their children might have gone 
"walkabout" when they tried to report them missing. Each case was treated as a 
missing person, not a murder. 

In August, NSW Police Commissioner Andrew Scipione visited Bowraville to 
apologise, saying his force "could have done more for your families when these 
crimes first occurred - we should have done more". Because police did not do enough 
early on, potential evidence may have been lost. 
Sitting at Jarrett's table, though, I realise this is one tragedy among many. The bare 
facts get repeated: indigenous people suffer higher rates of suicide, are likelier to go 
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to jail and have lower life expectancy than fellow Australians. Jarrett leans against a 
bookcase for support and tells me how, two years before Evelyn disappeared, she 
split up with her boyfriend, who killed himself outside her home. 

The following year, her cousin was found hanged in a wooden shack behind the 
Mission. 

Her teenage nephew Caleb Jarrett was stabbed to death by a white man during an 
argument in Nambucca Heads in 2009. The killer was drunk; he was carrying a knife 
and started the fight but was convicted of manslaughter and released on parole in 
September. 

Jarrett worries now about one of her sisters, another of Evelyn's aunts, who has been 
told she has terminal cancer at the age of 50. 

Then there is the fire at No 13. It happened on the day of a funeral in Bowraville last 
month. Following the burial, as the mourners made their way back through the 
Mission, something sparked a fight. The house burned down during the wake. 

According to police, this violence is the result of "longstanding hostilities". One man 
was stabbed last year and there have been two shootings in nearby Nambucca Heads 
in the past two months. The most recent of these shootings led to the victim's 
hospitalisation. It took place outside the home of Evelyn's grandmother, Patricia 
Stadhams. Those involved, on both sides, are Jarrett's relatives. 

Outside, the sun is going down. How do you endure all this? I ask. "You toughen up 
after a while, you've got to. I'd be down in the dumps with the drunks if I didn't," she 
replies. 

The other children's families have a similar reaction when I ask how they feel about 
Upton's decision to send the case back to court. 

"Oh gee, I don't know," sighs Thomas Duroux, Clinton's father. "It won't be the end 
of the world. We'll still have problems to deal with." He will watch the progress of the 
case, Duroux says, but he is not optimistic. He has been disappointed before. 

The Bowraville murders have a complicated legal history. The alleged killer, whom 
The Australian has chosen not to name for legal reasons, has been ordered to -appear 
in court in relation to the alleged murders of Evelyn and Clinton, whose bodies were 
found dumped beside a road outside the town in 1991. 

At the time, a judge ruled the prosecution for their murders must take place in 
separate trials, meaning neither jury was told about the other death. 

The alleged killer was subsequently found not guilty of both. Across the decades 
since, the police and the children's families repeatedly have asked the state's director 
of public prosecutions and two previous attorneys-general to send the matter back to 
court, and been turned down each time. 

Upton overturned this decision in May, ordering the case to be sent to the Court of 
Criminal Appeal, which has the power to quash the alleged killer's previous acquittals 
and order a retrial. 
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Standing in the way of this is the legal principle of double jeopardy, a cornerstone of 
our justice system. It holds that a person cannot be prosecuted for the same crime 
twice unless "fresh and compelling" evidence can be brought to bear. The 
prosecution will argue it has such evidence. The alleged killer has continued to insist 
he is innocent and his defence team will likely argue that any evidence against him is 
weak and contested, and the case should remain closed. 

Crucially, no criminal court has previously heard evidence about the murder of 
Colleen, whose body was never found. 

The 16-year-old's clothes were recovered from a nearby river, close to where the 
other children were left lying in the bush, but the absence of a body means no one 
has been charged over her death. 

Colleen's family, which has continued to search for her remains during the quarter-
century since, will watch the upcoming court case with interest. 

"You look at it on paper and you see all of this, what we have done and the obstacles 
we went through to get to where we are today," says her brother Lucas Craig. "It's 
amazing, fighting another fight that we as Aboriginal people have fought for many 
years - and we're still fighting for justice and basic human rights." This Christmas, 
members of Colleen's family will head to Sawtell, less than an hour's drive north of 
Bowraville, where they will spend the day at a creek she and her siblings used to play 
in as kids, and where her memorial now stands. 

"We want to be excited and happy but we've also got to realise that this could be the 
end," says Craig, who is also bracing against possible disappointment. The family's 
fear is that the appeal court judges will say no, and the previous acquittals will stand. 

"It's very unlikely that we could do anything after this," Craig says. Sitting on a porch 
in Bowraville, watching children walking home from school, I speak to a white couple 
who say they have followed the case on the "Justice for Colleen Walker" Facebook 
page. 

When I first met them, months before the Attorney-General's announcement, they 
talked about the tensions between the town's white and black residents, and asked 
me to keep their names out of the paper for fear it might add fuel to the fire. 

Each time the murders made headlines in recent years, the couple say, it provoked 
some kind of confrontation in the town. This time, news that the case will return to 
court was met with silence. 

I ask for their reaction. "I'm actually for it," says the woman, who still asked not to be 
named here. "At the end of the day, if it was a white baby like William Tyrrell, they're 
still looking for him. This was 25 years and â€¦ we still haven't seen Colleen." Her 
husband also points to the contrast between these two cases, in terms of media 
interest and government response. He talks about the "Where's William?" coasters in 
the local pub and the roadside billboards carrying photographs of the missing three-
year-old beside the words "Where's William? $1 million reward". 

In Bowraville, the children's families wear footy shirts with photographs of Colleen, 
Evelyn and Clinton. "The community still supports them, still mourns. There's no 
closure," the woman says. 
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This sentiment is not universal, however. Some members of the alleged killer's family 
have questioned the police account of the case, including whether Colleen is really 
dead (there is no evidence to suggest she is still alive). 

Others suggest whoever killed the children may not have acted alone and that people 
living in the town today may know more than they have been willing to say. 

Clive Welsh has farmed the hillsides outside Bowraville for 40 years and was among 
the volunteers who spent days searching for the children's bodies early in 1991. 

He was there on April 27, when Evelyn's skeletal remains were found lying in the 
forest. 

"I was from here to you beside the bloke who found it," Welsh tells me, sitting on the 
veranda of his house. If they had not found her when they did, he says, the search 
was due to be called off that afternoon. 

Welsh's skin is tanned from working in the sun but still shows pale beneath his shirt. 
It is peaceful here, I think, looking at his farm. Then he says, "I wouldn't be surprised 
if they're chasing the wrong bloke." Who could the culprit be, then? 

"Someone in the bloody Aboriginal community," he replies. The upcoming appeal 
court hearing is "probably going to be a waste of time". 

I drive away thinking that I came here looking for a good-news story, but this one has 
some way still to run.The alleged killer will appear before the Court of Criminal 
Appeal in February, with a decision expected in the first half of the coming year. 
 


